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Dear Dr. Warren:

We have just returnedfrom our resurvey of the Bikiniand ~wetok
areas. The programas outlinedfor BLkinilast spring(uWFL-1O)was
completedwith all the stationsoccupiedand sufficientdata gathered
that it will now be possiblefor us to evaluatethe changesthat have
takenplace.

We arrivedat Rlkinlon July 3, 1948 and remaineduntil July20.
The weatherduringour staywas uniformlyfair so thatwe couldwork in the
fieldeach day. Collectionswere made in each collectingarea with
samplesof the aquaticfauna and flora gatheredfor preservationby
dryLng,ashingor chemicalmeans. A totalof 1S7$aahedsampleswere
preparedat 13ikin& Materialgatheredfor fimtherstudyin our laboratories
will greatlyincreasethe numberof samples.

The peadodfrom July21 to my 30 was spentat Eniwetokwherewe
oollectedextensivelyin SIX areas. Itmeeof the collectingareaswere in
the relativelyuncorrtaminatedareas,with threestationsnear maJor sources
of contaminatingmaterials. Spot collectionsand planktonsampling
helpedto completethe mmpling. We prepared798 ashedsampleswhileat
Ehiwetokand returnedwith frozen,dried,and chemicallypreservedsamples
for continuingthe studyat our laboratory.

The countingof the activitycontainedin the samplesis gettingunder-
. way. AS fast ●s oountsare made and the data analyzedm till PMXMU’W

summaryreportsthatwill be sentto you.

It is entirelytoo earlyto predictwith certaintythe distribution
of the fissionproducts,it does seemhowever,that therehas been a shift

.4I of activematerlals at Bikiniup onto the land.zws and into the vegetatlon~
—% Some collectionsweremade of land plantsand animalsto st@y the asmunts

containedin the varlous fozms.
... !

,— .
., The organizationof the data collecteddting this. and previousyears1
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expeditionsintoa completestudywill be a veryHerculeantask. We hope--
that on your nexttrip to the wast you canvisitour laboratoryso thatww
may reviewthe problemsand developthose thatwill contributeto an uncle-
standingof the mostimportantphasesof the work.
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Dr. ShieldsWarren,Director
Divi8ionof Biologyami Medicine

August5, 2948

The Navy were very helpfulin all phasesof the program. They
helpedexpeditethe movementof personnel,equipmentand materhls. we
are especiallygratefulforthe assignmentof Lt. J. J. Sohnddt$U.S.N.
as our lid son officer. W. Schmidtis a fineyoung nwal of fhw fith
an understandingof the problemsh

In all matersof administration,seuurity,transferenceof reportsand
materialwe shalloontinueto work~ the AtomicEnergyCommission1s
representativeat Riohlandas we have in the pact.

Very sincerelyyours,

LaurenR, Donaldson
Director
AppliedFisheriesLaboratory
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